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If you've ever wanted to give your crisp DSLR photos a retro feel, take these steps to mimic 

some of Instagram's popular filters. The advantage of doing so in Photoshop is that there is 

also room for creativity, so you can customize your own filters with just a few clicks. 

 

1. First, increase the brightness and contrast of your picture. Do this by creating an 

adjustment layer for Brightness/Contrast. 

 

https://mashable.com/2013/10/20/photoshop-instagram-filters/#APD8SLcmgPqx


2. To add a soft yellow light, create a new fill layer over the photo. Go to Layer > New Fill 

Layer > Solid Color. Play around until you find a good shade. 

 

3. Click OK. While you still have the layer selected, click on the dropdown menu right above 

it and select "Multiply" instead of the default of "Normal." This will add a soft light over your 

photo as opposed to an opaque layer. 

4. Next, create an adjustment layer for Levels. In the dropdown menu for "Channel," select 

"Blue." Increase the Output Levels at the bottom of the menu from 0 to 117 by dragging the 

left slider towards the center of the spectrum. This will add a blue tint to the photo. 

 

5. From here, I had to make some more minor adjustments by decreasing the Contrast a bit 

more to give it a faded look. 

6. Next, create an adjustment layer for Color Balance. Make sure the radio dial below is set 

to "Midtones." Play around until you have a good blend of colors, but I chose to increase my 

Red, Green and Yellow levels. 

 



 

7. Finally, save the image as is and reopen it up in Camera Raw to add a vignette frame. 

You can do this by exiting out of the current window, then going to File > Open. Select the 

correct file, then select "Camera Raw" in the "Format" dropdown menu. 

8. Once you have the file open in Camera Raw, select the Effects menu on the right-hand 

side of the editor. Make sure that "Highlight Priority" is selected in the "Style" dropdown 

menu. Move the "Amount" slider left to make a black vignette around the edges of the 

photo. Once you're satisfied with the vignette, move the "Highlights" slider to the right so 

that the vignette will not affect the highlights as much. Click "Save Image" once you're done. 

 

 



Photoshop Assignment:  

1. Follow the tutorial above using one of your own photos.  

2. Save As… “YourName_AMARO.psd” in a folder named “Filters”. 

3. Choose a different photo from your phone gallery.  

4. On your phone, either in the Instagram app, or using your phone’s photo 

editor, apply a filter to the image.  

5. Upload the original photo and the version with the filter to your computer.  

6. Name the files, “YourName_ORIGINAL” and “YourName_FILTERNAME”. 

7. Open both of the files side-by-side in Photoshop.  

8. Attempt to recreate the look of the image with the filter by editing the 

original photo in Photoshop using adjustments layers such as the ones 

listed in the above tutorial.  

9. Experiment with a variety of techniques. As long as you create a new layer 

for every change you make to the image, you can just delete any mistakes 

and keep experimenting until you like the final look.  

10.  Your goal is to get the filtered image from your phone and the image you 

are editing to look the same.  

11. When you are happy with your work on the original image, Save As… 

“YourName_FINAL_FILTERNAME”. 

12.  At the end of this assignment, you should have four renamed photos in 

your “Filters” folder, and one of them should be your final edited image.  


